
 

 
 

I just found out about a new card game to 
improve family communication on long 
vacation drives and a kid’s seat harness for 
airline flights to improve safety. 

Family Talk-Improved 

This weekend our family is driving three 
hours to visit friends in Clear Lake, CA. We 
always let our kids watch a movie in the car 
but that only keeps their interest for part of 
the drive. They have moved beyond “I Spy” 
and I have forbidden them from their all-time 

favorite game, “slug bug” as they think it is fun to slug harder with each turn. No, I didn’t teach 
them that game, a 28 year old cousin did…(thanks, cuz) As I contemplated the journey, I was 
pleased to get a few ideas for improving the car ride from a new company, Around The Table. 

Around The Table has created three card decks for promoting family communication. I plan on 
taking Family Talk. I like the concept because the game looks fun, I think it will create interesting 
conversation and it is portable. Each card has a question you ask your kids to get beyond the 
“how was school? it was fine.” daily routine. The question that captured my interest was “what is 
your favorite stuffed animal.” My ten year old daughter loves her stuffed animals, she brings 
about a thousand with her all the time and I would like to understand this, well, obsession. For my 
8 year old son, I want to ask him, “What would he change about school?” I won’t let him say 
cancel all classes. Both ideas are from the pack. 

Each deck of 100 cards is attached to a carabineer clip you can clip to a backpack or purse. The 
manufacturer promises, “Anticipating a long wait at the airport? Whip out these questions and the 
time will fly. Stuck in traffic with the kids? Family Talk, will encourage the kids to ask anything but 
“are we there yet?” 

And I am all about that. For more information about the other games, go here. 


