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Have you noticed that more and more families are spending less and less time together? Between after-school 

activities, errands, television, video games, and computers, it’s no wonder that families aren’t spending time 

together.  Less time together means less overall communication%which is vital for a developing child. 

When I was a child, we played games as a family.  I actually still enjoy playing games, although it’s rare these days 

with our busy schedules and a very active toddler!  I remember those times fondly, particularly since I do not have 

siblings.  Games are wonderful for stimulating conversation and getting the wheels in your mind turning.  Technology, 

the very thing that is supposed to make our lives easier, can actually complicate our lives, making us busier than we 

realize.  Sometimes I wonder what my parents and grandparents did without internet and television and video 

games.  Weren’t they bored?  Didn’t they feel disconnected?  I imagine that they were creative in what they did with 

their time.  I imagine they spent time laughing and sharing.  Perhaps they played games. 

Around the Table Games are “a collection of award winning portable conversation games 

designed to engage families and friends in fun and enlightening conversations.”  These portable question cards can 

really be played anywhere%at the dinner table, in the car, on vacation, etc.  The goal is simply to connect people 

through conversation. I had an opportunity to check out Family Talk, Family Talk 2, and Grandparent Talk. My son is 

too young so my husband and I started asking each other the questions.  You’d be surprised at the things we do and 

don’t know about each other!  Marriage is definitely a lifetime of learning.  I love conversation and spend all day 

talking to SOMEONE (whether it be in person or online).  My husband is not as talkative, so I liked having these 

questions to get him to talk more than he normally does.  Some of the questions elicit funny responses%others are 

more reflective. 

 

The highlight of these games is that they encourage families to sit down and talk to each other.  As surprising as it 

may seem, many families don’t do this.  I really like the idea of a grandparent’s version of the game because very 

often, children feel there is too much of an age and generation gap to relate.  Questions like, “Where did you hang out 



as a teenager?,” remind children that their grandparents were young once too, experiencing the very same things 

they’re going through at this moment. 

 

Each game includes 50 or 100 question cards on a carabiner clip to tote anywhere and everywhere!  You can 

purchase the entire set on the site, with each game retailing for $7.99 to $9.99 (a great price in my opinion).  Be sure 

to check out the games specific to children including Camp Talk, Buddy Talk, and Teen Talk. 

 


